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THE TORONTQ RAVINE SURVEY : AN INTRODUCTION

Urban biology is, unfortunately, a neglected study in our time, Only
rarely do professional botanists, ornithologists, or ecologists treat the
¢ity as anything other than lost, and yet the urban environment desperately
needs the preservation, and often the restoration, of any natural areas
that remain within its boundaries. This is a task in which the informed
amateur fieid naturalist can play an important part.

To a considerable degree natural areas still survive within Metro
Toronto because of a fortunate natural legacy -~ a series of steep-sided,
deep ravines running frommorth to south across the city into Lake Onptario.
To understand this legacy of ravines, it is necessary to go back a long
way in time, to the last glacisl period in Eastern Canada, about 10,000
years ago. All of Southern Ontario was then covered by ice. Ilater, as
the ice retreated northward, the basic structure of the present surface
landscape was left behind, including the numerous ravines which are a
unique feature of Metro Toronto.

The first survey in this series, that of Chatsworth Ravine, was
printed in October 1973, at the time of the Toronto Field Naturalists'
Golden Jubilee. It was well received by the local residents' asscaoiation
and by the City of Toronto Parks Department, which undertook certain
remedial work in the ravine, including the planting of more trees, Thus =
encouraged we have moved on to survey other areas. We believe that basic
biological and ecological information on ravines is needed if the case
for their preservation in a sound natural state is to be made clear to the
public and to political bodies. The survey which follows is another in
what we hope will be a continuing series of reports on Metropolitan
Toronto's ravines.

NOTE OF ACKNOWLIDGEMENT

The Toronto Field Naturalists' Club appreciates the permission of
the North Rosedale Ratepayers' Association to include this study of the
Park Drive Ravine in its series of ravire surveys. A study whic¢h the
authors originally prepared for the North Rosedale Ratepayers' Associationm.
Close cooperation between the Club and local residents' associations is one
of the most effective ways of preserving Toronto's ravines in a sound
ecological state, both now and in the future.

Stewart Hilts,

Department of Geography
University of Western Ontario.

Toronto Field Naturalists
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RAVINE SURVEY # &4

WIGMORE PARK RAVINE - 1975

David Kelly and Allan Greenbaum

Wigmore Park is shown in green on most Metropolitan Toronto
road maps. It is approximately 0.7 of a mile in length;

0.6 of a mile in width and has as its southern boundary the
Eglinton Bridge (known as the Harvey @. Rose Bridge) border-
ing the northern edge of Flemindon Golf Course. The area

is about 110 acres in extent.

The east branch of the Don River and the CN Railway tracks,
whichever is most westerly at any given point, has been
arbitrarily chosen as the western boundary. This encom-
passes the major ecological communities within the park and
follows the real park boundary (which is not quite so
straight forward) fairly accurately.

The most northerly point of the ravine is the CP Railway
trestle over the east branch of the Don River near Railside
Road.

The eastern boundary of the area surveyed follows the con-
tours of the park.

This location, the Wigmore Park Ravine, was chosen for sur-
vey because it includes most of the vegetation and animal
life typical of the Don Valley lowland region. The park is
one of the few large and generally undisturbed ravines
lining the Don River.

Wigmore Park is a public area owned by North York and main-
tained by the North York Park's Department. The eastern

edge of the park abuts on private houses on the streets at
Sundial Crescent, Sulkara Court, Sweeney Drive, Anewen

Drive, Elvaston and Ecclestone Drives. Flemingdon Golf
Course and Wynford Apartments own land adjacent to the south-
ern and western boundaries respectively and a CP Railway

line bisects the ravine from north to south.

Public access to Wigmore Park is obtained on Anewen Drive
near the entrance to Comet Court. A wide gravel footpath
leads down from the southern end of Anewen Drive to the
heart of the ravine. Farther east, at the corner of Anewen
Drive and Woodthorpe Avenue, an asphalt pathway offers
similar access to the park. Sloane Avenue Public School on
Sloane Avenue is just north of Elvaston Avenue. Wigmore Park
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is just beyond the playground.. This schoolground can also
be entered by going straight down Elvaston or Wigmore
Drives from S8locane Avenue and walking right or left res-
pectively. An asphalt path leads from the east bend of
Pitecairn Crescent into the playground as well. Ancther
entrance is located at Wigmore and Ruscica Drive: a wide
dirt road runs directly into ‘the ravine. Finally, an as-
phalt road leads into the western section of the ravine
just north of the Wynford Apartments on Wynford Drive.

There are five distinct regions in the park (see map).

1. Section 1 is the narrow section of land between Anewen
Drive and Ruscica Drive. The eastern half of this
section is a bottleneck shape, with a thin lowland
stretch of cut grass, about 25 feet across, running
through the centre. On either side the slopes are
steep, approximately 40 feet high. They are thickly
covered with apple trees and Black Swallow=wort to the
north and mixed (mainly coniferous) forest to the
south. At both ends of this bottleneck the Parks'
Department has planted several Silver, Red and Sugar

 Maple trees, most of which are in healthy condition, A
' few planted Red Pine have grown fairly large here,too.

Beyond this bottleneck is a cut-grass slope that drops
approximately 75 feet from Anewen Drive. It is used
primarily for toboganning in the winter. South of it
an equally large slope rises up to Ruscica Drive and
this is partially covered with a mature, mixed forest
of predominantly Hemlock, White Pine, Beech, Sugar
Maple and White Ash. A network of well-used paths pro-
vide access into this area. Farther up the slope, a
small field yields several varieties of goldenrod, a
few Lombardy Poplars and Red Pines.

Through the .entire width of this section, a small stream
once flowed into the Don River. about three-quarters of
it was put underground in storm sewer pipes and sodded
over guite successfully during 1965, but the last quar-
ter of the stream is above ground and furnishes an ex-
cellent open-scrub habitat. On the slope down from
Anewen Drive is a gravel road that follows the hill down
from the street, turns right at the bottom and winds
along the base of the steep slopes that rise up to
Ruscica Drive and Pitcairn Crescent, eventually emerg-
ing in the playground behind Sloane Avenue Public School.
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The playground behind Sloane Avenue Public School con-
stitutes Section 2. It is a cut-grass region, approx-
imately rectangular in shape with Elvaston and Wigmore
Drives forming north and south boundaries respectively.
A great deal of level, open space here attracts gulls
and robins and the area is on fairly high ground (about
level with the surrounding streets).

Three baseball diamonds are strategically placed here

so that three games can take place at one time. One of
“these has spectator benches. Other facilities include
a small soccer field, two sets of children's swings, a
slide, two monkey gyms, a drinking fountain and a few

park benches. A well-kept flower garden decorates the
entrance by Wigmore Drive.

The trees are all planted omnes. They include such
native species as Silver Maple, Sugar Maple, Red Maple,
Black Cherry and Red Pine. Most of these are saplings
but they are faring well despite school children's ac-
tivities. There are far more Silver. Maple and Red Pine
than anything else. Aside from the native trees there
are also several Weeping Willows and an Austrian Pine.

The asphalt paths in this section are all located at
the west end. A narrow path crosses the park from
Elvaston Drive to Pitcairn Crescent. Bisecting this,
a dirt (eventually to be gravel) path leads into the
western part of the ravine. This runs into the gravel
road that winds up to the Anewen Drive entrance.

Section 3 is bounded entirely on the west by the east
branch of the Don River. The small stream running west
of Section 1 forms a division line between Sections 3
and 4. Section 3 is north of it. A great deal of the
ravine's mature, deciduous forest lies on the steep
slopes in this 3rd section of the ravine.

Virtually all of the slcpes behind Sundial Crescent,
Sulkara Court and a small portion of Sweeney Drive con-
tain mature stands of Sugar Maple, Beech, White Birch,
Black Cherry and White Ash. Fields lie below all of
these slopes except the northern edge of Sulkara Court
which has a sheer cliff about 75 feet down into the
river. This cliff holds little vegetation aside from
grasses and Poison Ivy. By the edge of each field at
least one small, narrow grove of Manitoba Maple, Balsam
Poplar and Black Willow line the Don River. Staghorn

Sumach is abundant in the area by the edge of the forest.
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The fields in section 3 support not only several types of
grasses but a very dominating plant, Black Swallowwort.
Three small groves of mature, mixed forest are inter-
spersed along the edge of these fields and one of these
supports a consistent population of White Trilliums

every fApril. Aspen, Hawthorn and Apple grow in the
fields as well.

From the field below the southern edge of Sweeney Drive
east, there is a change in both elevation and vegetation.
A slope rises 30 feet to a tableland above and is at a
perpendicular angle to the streets. This tableland
(slightly below street level) extends over the entire
remaining part of this section, although forested slopes
drop sharply to the water level at all points facing the
river or Section 4. These slopes are covered with a
mature, mainly deciduous forest. This includes some
species of Oak, the Maples, the Ironwoods, Ash and
Cedar. The tableland however is open with mostly young
White Ash or apple trees. Near Scction 1, an old apple
orchard extends over more than an acre and yields a
heavy crop once a year. The ground vegetation here is
mainly thick, uncut grass or Black Swallowwort. The

- area is interspersed with well-used trails.

Section 4 includes the area south of the strcam near
Section 1 and east of the Don River. As in Section 3,
there is a tableland but along its northern half. It
is about 50 yards wide and 40 feect below street level.
It follows the contours of Ruscica Drive and Pitcairn
Crescent to the opening at the west end of SBection 2.
The slope up to it from the stream is covered with a
mature, mixed forest of Eastern Hemlock, White Pine,

~ Beech, Red Cherry, several Dogwoods and the Maples.

At the confluence of the stream and the Don River, the
slope becomes almost perpendicular to the river. This
cliff which rises 60 feet from the river is partially
covered with vegetation in the form of grasses, sap-
lings (mostly Oak and White Ash) and Cedar. The table-
land is entirely covered with apple trees and long grass
from this point south. The road from Anewen Drive,
running through it has a mud base with gravel. It is in
poor, eroded condition.

West of this plateau and about 40 feet below, lies a
small half-moon-shaped field. Two sides of it are en-
closed by Willow and Manitoba Maple thickets lining the
Don River. The field contains a small, intermittent
pond with a surrounding marsh. Cattails, smartweeds,
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Beggarticks and most of the other moist-~ground plants
thrive here, although the western side of this field
is 4ry and supports such plants as Wild Carrot and
Milkweed.

The southern part of this field ends up as a steep
slope which rises up to Ecclestone Drive. This slope
extends from Section 2 along the entire length of '
Ecclestone Drive and perpendicularly cuts both the
plateau and the field short. It is covered with a
mature, mainly coniferous forest of Eastern Hemlock,
White Pine and Cedar. The lower level contains some
Ash, Willow, Beech and Maple with several types of
shrubs including Dogwoed. In two places along it,
long, narrow strips of dry grass field extend from the
top down to the river, dividing the forest intoc three
distinct sections along the slope.

At the end of Fceclestone Drive, this slope opens onto

a large field which extends south to Eglinton Avenue.
Apple trees have been planted from this field up the
eastern slope to Ecclestone Drive. A Manitoba Maple
and Willow thicket line the river and Black Swallowwort
grows profusely all over the field.

Both parts of Section 5 are west of the Don River and
east of the CN Railway tracks. The two parts are here
handled separately.

The first area is located just south of the CP Railway i
trestle. The northern half is lowground, close to the
river-level and contains a thick forest growth, almost
entirely consisting of Manitoba Maple, Black Willow and
Balsam Poplar. The ground vegetation is lilkewise re-
stricted to Burdock, Joe=Pye weed and most abundant,
Black Swallowwort. The paths here are well-defined and
used mostly by apartment dwellers. A large field far~

ther south is elevated 30 - 35 feet above the forest. It |.
slopea gradually down to the river at the far southern

point where there is a small grove of Balsam Poplar and
Manitoba Maple. An open wodd within the field contains
Jack Pine, Hawthorn, Red Pine and young European Larch.
Staghorn Sumach grows near the northern edge of the field.

The second area of Section 5 is located opposite Section
1 on the west bank of the river. It is almost entirely
surrounded by a wide bend in the river and is relatively
remote from the streets and human activity. It is mostly
near river level and contains a great variety of woods.
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These include Basswood, Beech, the Maples, the Oaks,
‘White Cedar, Eastern Hemlock, White and Red Pines.
Because much of this area is quite open woodland, the
ground vegetation is thick and difficult to traverse.
The plants include a great many shrubs, vines, golden-
‘rod and several smaller, herbaceous flowers. A large
percentage of the ravine's ferns also thrive in this

" moist environment.

This region would be well worth protecting as a sanc-
tuary. Slightly south of it a small field slopes down
from the CN Railway tracks to a beach and a narrow
grove of Balsam Poplar and Willow.

' GENERAL SOIL TYPE:The general soil type of the-Wigmore Park area iz 2

WATERCOURSES ;

clay-loam, usually mixed with coarse sand and gravel.
The stream beds of the region all have a sand-base with
large concentrations of small to medium-sized rocks at
fast-flowing sections of the streams. Bare cliff faces
.usually contain alterngte layers of the clay-loam, ;
mineral, iron and sand.

Where vegetation is thick, an A-1 layer of up to 6
inches of fertile humus soil may have built up over
the clay or sand base.

The main watercourse bisecting the entire ravine is the
Don River. Being a relatively old river it follows a

. meandering path from north to south. The riverbed is

composed mainly of sand or sand loam with several sec-
tions of rock-strewn rapids. In places, the river is

barely ten inches deep but where the flow in sluggish,
the depth may reach four or five feet.

The main substance affecting the clarity or purity of
'the water in the Don River is a heavy concentration of-
suspended mud particles. A slightly above normal level
of ammonia is present and coliforms are quite high as
well, but phosphate levels do not exceed acceptable
standards. (note: from information supplied by the
Ministry of the Environment based on their 1975 chemical
analysis of the Don River). Oxygen is insufficient in
the river to support most game fish although some Black
Suckers, about 10 - 12 inches long, have been caught.

No maintenance of the Don River has been carried out in
this Ravine. The natural.watercourse is bout 40 feet
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wide and its volume of flow at one point in the river is
approximately 18 cubic feet of water per second.

Five small streamlets feed the river from various points
along the eastern bank. They range in length from 100
yards to a few feet; usually the shortest are the most
polluted. Each of them flows from sewer pipes located
underground and most of these pipes are storm sewer open-
ings on the surrounding streets.

A great many substances flow into these streamlets other
than pure rainwater. Large amounts of gasoline (from cars),
detergents and litter all eventually flow into the Don
River. The second streamlet north of Eglinton Avenue and
below Ecclestone Drive has been observed to contain deter-
gent suds four feet high above water level during the spring
and early summer months., The Don River receives its great-
est percentage of chemical pollution from these streamlets.

Flooding in the Don River occurs within a few hours of most
heavy rainstorms. The waterlevel is sometimes five or six
feet above normal during spring melt and heavy downpours;
the fields lining the Don River are often partially sub-
merged by the very rapid flowing waters. The water colour
during these floods is usually a uniform mud-brown whereas,
during normal flow, the colour can vary from green (from

~predominant algal growth) to deep brown.

In places where there are wide, regularly-flowing rapids,
narrow islets often form from build-up of soil and debris.
A single storm can dissipate these small islets to rubble.
On the other hand, development of one can take place in the
span of a few weeks. During their existence, they often
have their shape considerably changed by the river as well.
This ravine has two such regions in the river where islets
of this nature appear. Their vegetation consists mainly of
grasses, Smartweed, Cocklebur and Bur-Marigold, although
one of them supports some willows.

S0lid litter in the river usually consists of large objects
shopping carts, a car (notably one that was dumped with
considerable effort a year ago, after being ridden through
the valley) or large logs and poles. Other materials are
normally taken. downstream during heavy floods.

Mrs. Patricia W. Hart in her book Pioneering in North York
wrote that the Dpn River was, in 1793, named after the Don

in Yorkshire, England. The various Indian tribes knew it by

other names; it was one of the rivers by which they travelled
to Fort York for trade.
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This particular ravine, Wigmore Park, has bordered farm-
lands belonging to many people over the past cerntury,
‘The ravine's land was in many areas cleared and planted

with apple. These trees remain throughout the Don Valley

‘network. The Coulson family who farmed this area during

the 1920's probably planted some of the apple trees grow-
ing in this ravine today. They had their farm on the
corner of what is now Sweeney Drive and Victoria Park
Avenue (formerly Dawe's Road). In 1905 the Canadian
Northern Railway Company constructed the line bordering
the western edge of Wigmore Park. Later on the Canadian
National Railway took over this track and began using it
mainly to trasport cargo in and out of the city.

Passenger cars are minimal, even today.

It was not until 1954 that the Don Mill's Development

Company laid plans for the "first planned community in

Canada." Over the next four years the streets were added
throughout Don Mills; luckily Wigmore Park was established

after Hurricane Hazel (1g54).

The wildlife just before this development began was abund-
ant. Deer and fox were numerous in Wigmore Park and about
10 years' ago two wolves were scen in the area. One of
these was killed on the Don Valley Parkway.

Trout and other game fish were frequently caught in the
Don River.

‘Public facilities for the park have been set up almost

entirely in Section 2. (sce the write-up for that section
for a detailed list of the facilities there). Also a
gravel path three yards in width was constructed two years'
ago from Anewen Drive through the ravine to Section 2 and a
staircase leads up to Ruscica ' Drive at the far eastern end
of Section 1. A public skating rink is constructed in the
wintertime behind Sloane Avenue Public School.

Much of Section 1 is mown by the Park's Department during
the warmer months, about once every four weeks. fbout twice
a year the field in Section 4 below Ruscica Drive is also
mown by the Department's employees. Section 2 has been
maintained as school playground with short cut grass and

a well~kept flower garden. ‘ o ' '

The saplings planted there are maintained in a healthy
cordition. ‘
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The streamlet below Section 1 is contained by high gabion
walls for the first few yards and these are, on occasion,
replaced or added to.

Section 1 is actively used for several purposes. In the
summertime, the area is used by many people to walk their
dogs. Motorcyclists occasionally ride through the ravine

‘despite signs specifically outlawing them and school

children use the ravine for jogging and hikes. The area

is used as a short-cut from Anewen Drive to Ruscica Drive
by them as well. Tree forts are built on the surrounding
slopes; some of these have remained for five or six years
without much decay in their structure. Local Cub/Brownie
groups occasionally enter the ravine .in the evening, but
very few naturalists in Toronto apparently know this ravine.

In the wintertime the‘long slope in Section 1 is used for
tobagganing and skiing. The occasional person walks their
dog or cross-country skis through the area.

Sections 3 and 4 contain the majority of the tree forts
which are usually built in the summgrtime. School children,.
naturalists and dog walkers also use the area and on week-
ends the place is often quite populous.

Few people walk through these sections in the wintertime
except for some naturalists. Often when the ice is thick,
skaters will travel up the Don River, which makes an
excellent half-mile long rimnk. Cross-country skiers mostly
use the open areas like Section 1, but occasionally venture
intc other parts of the ravine. Ski-doors have been known

to use the field in Section % below Ruscica Drive,but rarely,
and these sections are usually guite wild with the few people
visiting them. '

Section 5 being enclosed on all sides by either the Don River

- or the CN Railway tracks is rarely visited by people at any

time of the year. The far northern corner of the section has
a deeply marked trail used scmetimes by motorcyclists during
summer afternoons, the majority of whom secem to live in
Wynford Apartments, but normally only the occasional natura-
list enters the area.

The most distinctive tree withiin the Don Valley network is
the Apple Tree. In the last century,the ravine land was of

little use to local farmers and the slopes were simply planted

with apple to provide an extra crop during harvesttime. The

trees have continued to prosper and the apples are still quite

edible during late September and October.
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Hawthorns are also open-wood trees that tend to grow through-
out the ravine.

The coniferous trees that thrive in the area are Hemlock,

- Cedars, Red and White Pine. The latter species is usually

found on the top edge of slopes and only in Section 5 do
they appear to be in healthy condition. Beech, Sugar Maple,
White Birch and White Ash complete the list of dominant
forest tree species. These normally grow on steep ravine
slopes behind residential streets.

Invariably, where there is very low land (compared to river
level) there is a grove of Manitoba Maple, usually inter-
spersed with Black Willow, Balsam Poplar and occasionally,
Alder. These regions provide a vital habitat for several
birds such as Wilson's Warblers, Catbirds, Brown Thrashers
and to some extent, Mallards on the river. Behind these
groves there are often fields. Most of these fields sus-
tain a high concentration of an alien plant ~ Black swallow-
wort. This plant is a dominating growth in the Don Valley
network in Toronto. Other field plants include Wild Carrot,
Yarrow, several species of goldenrod and asters as well as
Ox-bow Daisy, Sunflowers and Common Mullein. The Appendix
has a complete list of herbaceous plants.

The most common shrubs found in this ravine are Staghorn
Sumch, Common Privet and Highbush Cranberry. Poison vy
and Northern Bush Honeysuckle are also found throughout.

The populations of various species of wild life in an area
often indicate the state of health of that area - the carry-
ing capacity of the types of organisms that have their
breeding range over the region. This is especially true of
birds; they can move out of an area that does not suit them
with far greater ease than can a mammal.

This ravine is relatively healthy. At least one pair of
Kingfishers have both nested and wintered here for the past
three years, proving that an adequate source of food exists
in the Don River for them. Northern Shrikes have been seen
during the winter months over several years, and Kestrel
Hawks are seen regularly. Mice runs have been observed in
the winter, and the presence of mice may account, in part,

- for the visits of these two species of predators. The ome

hundred species of birds recorded in Wigmore Park are listed
in Appendix 3. o '

This 1list includes several birds that have, at one time over
the past five years, been abundant during the spring of one
year and then have been partially or completely absent over
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the next few years. An example would be the Pine Siskin :

which migrated through the ravine in very large numbers four
or five years ago and then has not been noticed since. The
same thing has occurred with Pine Grosbeaks and Scarlet
Tanagers (although in the latter case it was just an in-
crease and decrease in numbers not a total disappearance).
Such variances are probably due to several factors not the
least of which would be the availability of food. Aside
from these, the ravine supports apparently stable popula-
tions of variocus species. Chickadees, Juncos, Hairy and
Downy Woodpeckers return every winter in approximately the
same numbers. Summer birds as well have very regular popu-
lations. In Spring and Fall the migration of Warblers,
Wrens and White-throated Sparrows is normally guite heavy
and 20 - 30 species a day can usually be seen at these times.
Thus Wigmore Park is a valuable resting place for thousands
of migrants every year.

Aside from the domestic mammals, cats and dogs, the most
abundant animal in the ravine is the Grey Squirrel. They

are extremely clever and probably feed themselves during

the late Fall and early Spring at bird feeders which they

are highly adept at reaching. Garbage cans are nightly

raided by a number of raccoons, some of which have been known
to use attics for winter headquarters. Chipmunks, Cottontail
Rabbits and Groundhogs complete the list of terrestial mammals
but several Muskrat inhabit the Don River as well. Little
Brown Bats appear during warm evenings in fairly large numbers.
The writer's cat (now dead) once brought home a large Black
Rat two years ago and a species of White-footed Mouse
{probably a Deer Mouse) was seen in 1975, A mole {likely a
hairy-tailed) was also observed briefly. Dead voles have

. been found on several paths throughout the ravine.

In 1974, a fox was observed by several people including the
writer but has not been noticed since. This deserves further
investigation. Finally, four years ago, a family of Striped
Skunks was observed although they have not heen seen recently.

Cats and dogs in the area pose a threat to many of these

other native mammals and certain areas would probably benefit
if dogs were outlawed from them. -Some birds have declined in
numbers from the incessant hunting of the neighbourhood cats.

Two species of snake have in the past years, been numerous;
the Dekagye's Snake and the EBastern Garter Snake. 1In 1975,
only two Garter Snakes and cne Dekaye's Snake were seen.
This decline in numbers is probably in part due to the
destruction of habitat.
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The American Toad was fairly common during May, 1975, in
Wigmore Park, but it too may be declining in numbers.
Leopard Frogs and some Tree Frog species have also been
seen or heard during the spring.

During 1975, some people were fishing in the Don River.
They periodically came up with large Black Suckers, about
10 to 15 inches long, or Creek Chub - as many as B or 9

at one session. Minnows have been observed in the shallow
sections of the river and it is assumed this is what the
Belted Kingfisher has subsisted on for three years. They
are normally one to three inches long.

Thousands of ecological communities exist within Wigmore
Park that are delicately attuned to take advantage of all
the opportunities for growth. The field supports stalky
plants that have, over centuries adapted to an environ=-
ment that takes in a lot of radiaticn from the sun and
very little moisture. Meanwhile such plants as the Trout
Lily thrive in completely opposite conditions. Competition
is apparent within all of these communities. Usually the
plant or organism that has adapted best to its physical
environment becomes most prominent in its community. Such
is the situation when the Sugar Maple, a shade tree,
restricts the growth of smaller trees under its canopy.
Wigmore Park contains several of these 'winners' that have
become over-abundant in several communities and are
restricting the very existence of other organisms which
would create a greater diversity. Often these 'winners'

.are alien to the ravine.

Black Swallowwort, an alien plant, has become very promin-
ent throughout the ravine since its introduction. It
crowds out many of the ferns that once existed here (such
as Christmas Fern which is found nearby) since it grows
not only in fields but in the forest as well. Where it is
present, small wildflowers such as any of the lily family
cannot grow and a greater variety of ground vegetation
would exist if it were absent.

Cats and dogs are a particular nuisance at times. The ravine
holds a few caged dogs that bark incessantly at passers-by
from the top of the slopes. Cats are hunters during the
bird migration periods and one cat can usually bring down
one bird a day or more during these times. It is desirable
that ways be devised for keeping dogs and cats out of the
wilder parts of the ravine in order to safeguard wild
animals and birds. (Recommendations No. 6 and 8 refer)



SUMMARY AND
CONCLUSTONS
(con'd)

RECOMMENDAT IONS ¢
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Wigmore Park contains several large regicns where the grass
has been cut very closely. Although in Section 2, (the
school ground) and the lowland parts of Section 1, this
procedure is necessary, neither the slopes nor the fields
in the other parts of the ravine require this maintenance.
The fact that this is being done is procbably one of the
reasons for the declining numbers of snakes in the ravine.
Longer grass would also hold water runoff more efficiently
and thereby control erosion. Although Wigmore Paixk is a
North York public park, it should also be appreciated as
an example of a semi-wild environment fast becoming rare in
Metropolitan Toronto.

1. Grass-cutting should be restricted to Section 2 and
the lowland parts of Section 1. Other regions do not
require this maintenance.

2. An investigation of the source of the detergent suds
at the sewer culvert below Ecclestone Drive would be
helpful. These suds flow straight into the Don since
the sewer culvert is only a short distance from the
river.

3. The ban on motorcycles should be enforced in the
ravine.

4, No new maintenance facilities should be set up in
the ravine. This ravine is one of the few
relatively large, wild parks of Toronto.

5. Further studies need to be made on fish, insects,
mosses, fungi, small mammals and algae.

6. Cats and dogs should be controlled and/or restricted
from certain areas of the park. The effect they
have on the ravine should be examined more closely.

7. Population studies should be made for birds, mammals,
reptiles and amphibians. Valuable information would
probably be obtained about their relationship to
this ravine's flora and other fauna.

8. Section 5 (south) should be kept untouched as a
small wild-life sanctuary.
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