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IT’S YOUR NEWSLETTER! 
 
Send us your original writing (up to 500 words) of your 
thoughts and experiences of nature in and around Toronto. 
Do you have a favourite natural area in Toronto?  Did a TFN 
outing introduce you to a new park?  Tell us about it!  Did 
you see any plants or animals that particularly interested you?  
Let us know!  Tell us what, where and when, and any field 
guides or other sources consulted. 
 
Also welcome are: reviews, poems, cartoons and sketches, 
natural history items in the news, and digital photos of TFN 
outings.  Remember that photos will be reproduced in black 
and white photocopy.  Please include your name, address and 
phone number so submissions can be acknowledged.  
Newspaper clippings should include source and date.   
 
Unsigned letters or emails will not be read.  Attachments to 
unsigned emails will not be opened. 
 
Note the deadline for submissions of time-sensitive material, 
e.g., notices of meetings or events.  Deadline for April issue: 
March 2, 2007.  Send by mail or email.  
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TORONTO REG ON B RD CHART  1983  $5 00 
 
A GRAPH C GU DE TO ONTAR O MOSSES  1985  $5 00 
 
GU DE TO TORONTO F ELD NATURAL STS’ 
  NATURE RESERVES  2001  $5 00 
 
TORONTO SLANDS  PLANT COMMUN T ES AND 
  NOTEWORTHY SPEC ES  1987  $5 00 
 
TODMORDEN M LLS  1987  $5 00 
 
VASCULAR PLANTS OF METROPOL TAN 
  TORONTO  1994  $10 00 
 
TORONTO CHECKL STS (birds  other vertebrates  
  butterflies  other invertebrates  mosses  other plants)  ea  50¢ 
 
HUMBER FORKS AT TH STLETOWN  2000  $5 00 
 
Add $2.00 per item for postage and hand ng; no GST.   
Order from TFN off ce, see address above. 
 
___________________________________________ 

 
MEMBERSHIP FEES 

 
$50 FAMILY (2 adults – same address, children included) 
$40 SINGLE, SENIOR FAMILY (2 adults, 65+) 
$30 STUDENT, SENIOR SINGLE (65+) 
 
No GST.  Tax receipts issued for donations.  Membership 
fees and address changes should be sent to the TFN office. 
 
Please note: It has always been the policy of the Toronto 
Field Naturalists not to give out its membership list.  

 

Toronto Field Naturalists 
2 Carlton St., Suite 1519, 

Toronto M5B 1J3 
 

    Tel:   416-593-2656 
 Web:    www.torontofieldnaturalists.org 
Email:  
    or      

http://www.torontofieldnaturalists.org
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TFN MEETING 
 
 
 

Sunday, March 4, 2007 at 2:30 pm 
 

From Chile to chillier 
 

Peter Money 
TFN member, retired geologist and amateur naturalist and photographer 

 
Peter will draw on his extensive knowledge of the region’s scenery, fauna, flora and geology  

in illustrating two recent trips to the Antarctic and sub-Antarctic  
 
 

VISITORS WELCOME! 
 

SOCIAL 
2:00 - 2:30 pm  

Bring your own mug for coffee or juice if you wish, 
only paper cups provided. 

 
 
 

For more information call the TFN office at (416) 593-2656 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ROOM 001, EMMANUEL COLLEGE  
UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 
75 QUEEN’S PARK CRESCENT EAST 
 
Room 001 is one floor below street level.  Entrance at south 
end of the building, down a few steps on an outside stairwell.   
Wheelchair Entrance: Second door south on Queen’s Park 
Crescent E.  Door does not have automatic opener.  Elevator is 
inside to the right. 

 
NEXT MEETING:   April 1, 2007 

A Blast from the Past: Environmental Changes Recorded  
by High Arctic Lake Sediments and Organisms 

Speaker: Marianne Douglas, University of Edmonton 
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TFN OUTINGS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 
March 1 
1l a.m. 

DON VALLEY – Nature Walk 
Leader: Roger Powley 
Meet at the southwest corner of Broadview Ave. and Pottery Rd.  Stop for lunch in Nesbit 
Ravine. The walk will end at Moore Ave. and Bayview Ave. 
Not a circular route. 
 

Saturday 
March 3 
10:30 a.m. 

QUEEN’S QUAY TERMINAL AND MORE – Nature Arts  
Leader:  Mary Chris 
Meet at the second floor Food Court, lakeside of the Queen’s Quay Terminal Building at the foot 
of York St. on the south side of Queen’s Quay.  Bring what you need for sketching, painting or 
photography and anything you wish to share with the group.  Weather permitting, the group will 
go the Toronto Islands in the afternoon. 
 

Wednesday 
March 7 
1:30 p.m. 

A TORONTO NEIGHBOURHOOD – Historical Walk 
Leader: Anne Scott 
Meet in Glenn Gould Park at the northwest corner of Avenue Rd. and St. Clair Ave. W.  
Duration – about 2 hours. 
 

Saturday 
March 10 
10 a.m. 

LESLIE STREET SPIT – Birding 
Leader: Bob Kortright 
Meet at Unwin Ave. and Leslie St. Bring lunch and binoculars. 
 

Wednesday 
March 14 
10:30 a.m. 

WESTERN LAKESHORE- Heritage and Nature Walk 
Leader:  Boris Mather 
Meet at the northwest corner of the Queensway and Windermere Ave.  Walk will end at Humber 
Bay Park East.  Bring lunch, binoculars, and dress warmly.  Not a circular route. 
 

Saturday 
March 17 
11 a.m. 

CATFISH POND – Nature Walk       A new TFN outing location! 
Leader: Roger Powley 
Meet at the northeast corner of Queen St. W. and Roncesvalles Ave. Bring lunch.   
 

 
 
 
 

 
• TFN events are conducted by unpaid volunteers. 
• The club assumes no responsibility for injuries sustained by anyone participating in our activities. 
• Children and visitors are welcome at all TFN events.  Children must be accompanied by an adult. 
• If you plan to bring children in a stroller, be aware that there may be steps or other unsuitable terrain.   
• Please do not bring pets. 
• To get to outings on time, check TTC routes and schedules by calling 416-393-4636.   
• Outings go rain or shine: check the weather by calling 416-661-0123 so you will know what to wear. 
• Wear appropriate footwear for walking on trails which may be muddy, steep or uneven. 
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Sunday 
March 18 
2 p.m. 

TAYLOR CREEK ON INTERNATIONAL RIVERS DAY AND WORLD 
WATER DAY 
Leader: Andrew McCammon , Taylor Massey Project 
Meet at Warden Subway Station exit.  We will walk through Warden Woods and the east half of 
Taylor Creek Park ending at Stan Wadlow clubhouse on Cedarvale Ave, near Cosburn and 
Woodbine Avenues. 
International Rivers Day is March 14.  World Water Day is March 22. Walk will be on a paved 
pathway. This is a joint walk with Toronto Green Community. Not a circular route.  Note: park 
pathways are not cleared of winter ice. 
 

Thursday 
March 22 
1 p.m. 

THE MARKET GALLERY – “THE SPADINA EXPRESSWAY AFFAIR”  
- Environmental Issues 
Leader: Gail Gregory and Barry Mitchell 
Meet at the South St. Lawrence Market entrance, 95 Front St. E.  
 

Saturday 
March 24 
1 p.m. 

LOWER DON – Nature Walk 
Leader: Margaret McRae 
Meet at the northwest corner of Broadview Ave. and Pottery Rd. Bring binoculars. 
 

Wednesday 
March 28 
10 a.m. 

PINE HILLS CEMETERY – Tree Identification 
Leader:  David White 
Meet at the northeast corner of St. Clair Ave. E. and Birchmount Rd.  Lunch optional. 
 

 

 
 

 
             Barbara Kalthoff leading a walk in Lambton Woods, January 24, 2007.  Photograph by Norah Jancik 
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PRESIDENT ’S REPORT 
 
 
           In January I began to wonder if I would ever again 
witness the transformation of the landscape with a 
snow-white blanket. I began to wonder if, in fact, 
global warming (which had been front page news 
for most of the month) had already doomed us to a 
season of gloomy, grey days. But Old Man Winter 
finally arrived and I, for one, am happy and 
relieved.  
 

However, the media’s focus on the environment 
was the motivation I needed to read a report which 
had arrived at the office in October, ominously 
titled ‘Neglecting Our Obligations’. Past president 
Robin Powell had recommended reading these 
annual reports from the Environmental 
Commissioner of Ontario. Already feeling guilty 
that I had neglected that obligation … I began…  
 

As it turns out, the report is easy to read 
and the subject is riveting, albeit 
sobering. Gord Miller, Environmental 
Commissioner of Ontario, who monitors 
compliance by provincial ministries with 
the Environmental Bill of Rights, warns 
that “inspection and enforcement targets 
are not being met, essential environ-
mental standards are not being updated, 
important timelines are not being met, 
necessary guidance documents are not 
being written, the problems of the Great 
Lakes are not being addressed, there is 
no strategy for climate change, 
information on the state of our landfills 
is years out of date, and our waste 
management program is on the edge of 
crisis. […] I have come to the    

conclusion that we are neglecting our obligations 
to protect and conserve the natural environment as 
we have promised. […] For too many years the 
key Ministries of the Environment and Natural 
Resources have simply not been given the human 
and financial resources that are realistically 
required to meet the broad expectations imposed 
by their mandates.” Most of you will probably be 
shocked to learn that the entire budget allocated to 
the Ministry of the Environment for the fiscal year 
2006/2007 is one-third of one percent or 0.36% of 
the provincial budget. That’s one third of a penny 
for every dollar. 
 

It seems to me that one way to take responsibility 
for our environment and try to solve these 
problems is to write your MPP and request that 
more resources be allocated to the Ministry of the 

Environment. As Gord Miller points out, 
“Spending a penny for the environment 
would be a good start”.  
 

To learn more about this report, or to 
obtain a copy for yourself, you can 
contact the Office of the Environmental 
Commissioner of Ontario at (416) 325-
3371, or online at www.eco.on.ca 
 
I assure you that we will stay strongly 
engaged in local, as well as provincial, 
conservation/preservation issues, and 
meanwhile, we shouldn’t overlook the 
enjoyment of nature.  
 

    Pinky Franklin 

Winter scene by 
Mary Anne Miller 

 
 

TFN BOARD NOMINATIONS INVITED 
 
The TFN is looking for people with initiative who are willing to devote time to working as members of the Board 
of Directors.  Please send your suggestions to the Chairman of the Nominating Committee, c/o TFN, Suite # 1519 - 
2 Carlton St., Toronto, ON M5B 1J3.  The report of the Committee will be published in the May newsletter, and 
elections or acclamation will take place at the AGM in September. 

http://www.eco.on.ca
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MONTHLY MEETING REPORT 
 
Bon Echo, Sandbanks and Charleston Provincial Parks, Sunday February 4, 2007 
David Bree, Park Naturalist, Ontario Provincial Parks: Presqu’ile 
 
Ironically, the coldest day of the winter so far produced 
one of the largest turnouts yet for a Sunday TFN 
lecture.  If everyone had to brave wind chills to get 
there, they certainly left warmed by the prospect of 
another season exploring southern Ontario’s varied 
landscapes and wildlife. And they gained a new 
perspective too, on natural history. We all tend to have 
our specialty whether it is birds, insects, plants or 
animals or whatever (even rocks) and commonly 
exclude other components of natural ecosystems in our 
desire to see more of what we like and know. We tend 
to forget that all these are but parts of a wider 
ecosystem in which everything is interdependent. And 
this was the key to David Bree’s talk, looking at the 
various elements in combination in three parks. He 
explored how the very different geological settings of 
these parks influence the scenery and wildlife, and 
result in diverse and very different ecosystems. 
 
David summarized the long and complex geologic 
history of southern Ontario (1 billion years in 15 
minutes) from the Grenville Province formed by the 
collision of two plates, to the sea-borne limestone 
plains that sit on the worn-down surface of the 
Grenville, to the glacial sediments on top of each - all 
separated by huge amounts of time and seen as breaks 
(unconformities) between each layer. A geologic 
sandwich that has taken a billion years to make; a 
complex story made easily digestible.  
 
The complex folding in the Grenville rocks - the result 
of the violent collision of the plates - is reflected in the 
ridge and valley topography of Charleston Lake. 
Northern ‘Shield’ plants and animals favour the poorly 
drained lows and interfinger with southern 
Appalachian elements such as moonseed, walking fern, 
pitch pine and shiny sumac found along ridges of white 
quartzite and marble.  Charleston is at the northern 
limit for Black Rat Snake.  
 
At Bon Echo, the human element is to the fore, 900-
year-old dwarf spruce trees hanging on the big cliff, 

safe from the fires of early settlers and timber cutters 
that razed the surrounding forest. The talismanic red 
ochre marks of First Nations peoples adorn the lower 
cliff, the largest such collection in Ontario, 
foreshadowing the Group of Seven who came in the 
1920’s to record the play of weather and sun on the big 
cliff.  
 
At Sandbanks, the most popular park for those seeking 
to sit or lie on the beach, bay mouths have been 
plugged by sand swept across their mouths by strong 
currents forming bars on which sand dunes stand high 
above the lake.  At 8 km, Sandbanks is the largest in 
the world.  Plants found in this sandy environment 
include marram grass, wormwood, sea rocket and 
hoary puccoon.  David showed how the organisms that 
traverse the desert-like landscape leave distinctive 
tracks.  Here too, the landscape reflects historical land 
use.  Much of the surrounding tree cover was removed 
in the 1860s in response to the demand for barley to 
brew beer for Civil War troops.  Blowouts and, in turn, 
conservation and reforestation have played their roles, 
just as beetle infestations do today.   
 
Of course, the largest imprint on the landscape is us 
and, ultimately, protection of all these nuggets of 
Ontario’s Parks depends on us. With time, their value 
increases as surrounding landscapes become 
irrevocably altered by development, and ecosystems 
become increasingly fragmented and disconnected.  
 
David has been a Park Naturalist since 1988 and has 
built on a BSc and MSc in Geology to understand the 
ways in which geology influences topography and 
substrates, and thus the ecosystems that use these 
varying terrains. He has worked in Charleston Lake, 
Bon Echo, Petroglyphs, and Algonquin, and is now the 
full time naturalist at Presqu’ile. He is thanked for an 
excellent presentation and a reminder of the natural 
diversity within a few hours’ drive of the city.   Plenty 
of scope here for field trips in the coming months!  

N. Eyles 
2007-2008 TFN LECTURE SERIES 

 

Do you have ideas for speakers or topics for the 2007-2008 TFN lecture series? 
If you would like to make suggestions, please call or e-mail the office. 

 



TFN 546 - 8 

OUTING REPORT – MOUNT PLEASANT CEMETERY 
 
In spite of the bitter cold, about twenty people attended 
an outing led by George Bryant at Mount Pleasant 
Cemetery on Jan.16. We were there to see birds but our 
leader told us that, because of the cold, almost all the 
birds would be at feeders that day. And he was right. 
With no bird feeders in the cemetery (that we came 
across anyway), we achieved a species count of 2!   
 
Shortly after setting out, we came across bird species 
number one: a bunch of chickadees flitting around in 
the cover of a small group of eastern white cedar. This 
was near the edge of the cemetery and George 
suggested that they were probably visiting bird feeders 
at the nearby residential buildings and then, in their 
usual way, flying off to perch in the cemetery to eat 

their seed. And it was not 
only chickadees crossing the 
boundary. Nearby, we 
followed long-fingered 
tracks in the snow which led 
us to a hole in the wooden 
fence—evidence that 
raccoons were  going in and 

White-footed mouse                   out to     raid     “raccoon feeders. 
and squirrel tracks. 
 
 
We didn’t need to notice the numerous tracks in the 
snow to know that squirrels were active—or hyper-
active! We checked out their crazy chases up and down 
tree trunks; their colour differences (quite variable 
within the cemetery); their “nests” high in trees (not 

used in winter, only for the 
young); the holes dug in the 
snow in a search for edibles; 
and the maple keys still 
hanging on the Manitoba 
maples that provide plenty of 
winter food. We also 

 Squirrel hole in the snow       noticed how abundant  
                                          spruce  cones were on all 
spruce species—also a favourite of squirrels. A Globe 
and Mail clipping brought to the TFN office reports on 
research published in Science that shows that squirrels 
can actually anticipate bumper crops of evergreen 
seeds and produce larger litters in advance! 
 
Trees in Mount Pleasant are always of interest and, on 
this cold sunny day, their fruits stood out against the 
blue sky on their bare branches. We admired the long 
skinny pods of northern catalpa contrasting with the  

 
 

           
                    
     

 
 

      Catalpa pods                            Fruit of sycamore 
 
 round long-stalked fruits of a neighbouring sycamore 
(plane-tree). 
 
Further on, we came 
across the woody 
cones of the alder 
and fruits of sweet 
gum lying in the 
snow. Sweet gum is 
a tree from further 
south with maple-
like leaves.                          Sweet gum          Alder cones 
                          
 
European beech were laden with their prickly fruit but 
we were concerned 
to see a number of 
gypsy moth egg 
masses on the bark 
of these trees. These 
oval, light brown, 
hair-covered mats 
can contain up to          Beech fruit and long slender buds  
1000 eggs. The 
larvae that will hatch 
from these eggs will         
cause severe damage 
to the trees next 
summer. 
                                                     Beech fruit and nuts  

 
 
 
Gypsy moth egg masses 
on beech bark 
 
 
Determined to see other birds, we 

searched the sky for red-tailed hawks but were 
rewarded only with a string of Canada geese crossing 
high over the cemetery.  Species number 2! 
 

Continued on next page. 
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ECOLOGY TIDBITS 
 
Naturalists are always interested in how and why the composition of plant communities varies from place to place. 
Urban naturalists are especially interested in how being surrounded by “urban matrix” affects the fragments of 
natural vegetation that remain in the city. This month we look at some recent research on factors affecting the 
composition of plant communities, especially fragmentary ones.   
 
Voles and meadows.  Authors of a recent Illinois 
study (Howe et al. 2006) find that meadow voles have 
“massive and distinctive effects” on their habitat. 
Exclosure experiments in tallgrass prairie habitats 
reveal that grazing by these little mammals is 
comparable in effect to grazing by large mammals. 
When voles were allowed access to grassland sites 
from which they had previously been excluded, they 
proceeded to eat up almost ¾ of the above-ground 
plant matter. The vegetation recovered within a few 
years but the composition changed. The meadow flora 
came to consist much less of plants voles like to eat—
principally grasses and the legume Desmanthus (prairie 
mimosa or bundleflower)—and much more of plants 
that they do not eat, such as coneflowers (Echinacea 
spp.), black-eyed susan, white beardtongue (Penstemon 
digitalis) and stiff goldenrod. Because voles have small 
stomachs they are selective feeders, concentrating on 
the most palatable plants. The effect of their grazing is 
to degrade their habitat (from their perspective) and to 
increase the abundance and diversity of wildflowers 
(most of which they find unpalatable). 
 
Vines and edges.  Some researchers have found 
woody vines such as Virginia creeper increasing in 
temperate forests. Vines are more vulnerable to 

freezing than are trees, and are better able to make use 
of carbon dioxide. Some have hypothesized, therefore, 
that increasing CO2 levels in the atmosphere in recent 
decades have helped vines compete with trees both 
directly and indirectly (by increasing winter 
temperatures). Londré and Schnitzer (2006) studied 
woody vines in Wisconsin woodlots. They found no 
increase in vine growth or abundance over the last 45 
years in forest interior sites, casting doubt on the CO2 
hypothesis. In fact, poison ivy, the vine which in 
experiments responds most to increased CO2 levels, 
actually declined over this period. The study found, 
rather, that vines are much more abundant near the 
edges of woods, suggesting that forest fragmentation is 
a more important factor in explaining increased vine 
abundance. As a number of other studies have 
documented, forest edges are brighter, dryer, warmer, 
windier, more subject to human disturbance and in 
some cases more polluted and/or more fertile because 
of wind-borne dust from adjacent areas (Godefroid and 
Koedam 2003). These factors may have interacted with 
the increased CO2, or may be entirely responsible for 
the proliferation of vines. 

Continued on next page 
 

 
 
 
So, back to the trees…  We noticed the stubby short-
shoots of ginkgo, and the swollen buds of silver maple, 
ready to flower early in the spring. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Ginkgo shoots                   Silver maple buds 
 

 
 
 
We finished up beside the 
tallest white pine at Mount 
Pleasant, host over several 
years to a nesting pair of red-
tailed hawks.  
 
A rewarding walk on a 
beautiful if cold day, in spite  
of a bird count of 2! 
 
                              Jenny Bull                     White pine 
 
      
 

Reference: Photo Field Guide to Some Caterpillars of Southern Ontario by Ian Carmichael and Ann Vance, published by  
St. Thomas Field Naturalist Club Inc., 2004. 
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ECOLOGY TIDBITS continued from page 9 
 
Do the surroundings matter? Apparently yes. In the 
past, conservation biologists have tended to concentrate 
on the size and shape of habitat patches, due in part to the 
influence of island biogeography theory, which 
encourages thinking of the surrounding landscape only as 
an inhospitable barrier but not as an influence. Now more 

attention is being paid to surrounding landscape effects. 
For example, an Alberta study (Hensperger and Forman 
2003) found that patches of aspen woods that were 
surrounded by grassland tended to have more weedy, 
non-native, annual and grassland species (e.g. nettles, 
thistles, fleabanes, wormwood), while those surrounded 
by shrubland tended to have more native perennials 
typical of moist or woodland sites, such as heart-leaved 
alexanders (Zizia aptera) and starry solomon’s-seal 
(Smilacina stellata). 
 
What about being surrounded by urban land use? 
Williams et al (2005, 2006) looked at the rate of local 
extirpation of plant species in patches of grassland in 
Australia. They found the size and shape of the patch less 
important than how urbanized the surrounding land is. 
They speculate that urban patches are more subject to 
disturbance and invasive exotic species than are rural 
patches. Natural disturbances such as fire were more 
common in rural sites they studied, while disturbance 
from littering, vehicles, bicycles and other human 
activities were more common in urban sites. They found 
low-growing plants were particularly likely to go extinct 
in urban patches, probably because fire was less frequent, 
resulting in low plants being shaded out by taller plants. 
Plants with ant-dispersed seeds were also more likely to 
disappear in urban areas because of the impact of 
introduced species on native ant fauna. Surprisingly, wind 
dispersed species were also especially vulnerable in urban 
sites. This jibes with some Dutch research (Soons & Heil 
2002) which found that in more fertile sites the plants 
produced heavier seeds and this impaired dispersal. 
Williams et al (2005) speculate that urban sites are more 
fertile because of the deposition of air-borne nutrients. 
 

   Allan Greenbaum 
          Common or Philadelphia fleabane by Eva Davis 
 
 
References: 
Godefroid, Sandrine and Nico Koedam. 2003. Distribution pattern of flora in a peri-urban forest: an effect of the city-forest 

ecotone. Landscape and Urban Planning 64(4): 169-185. 
Hensperger, Anna and Richard Forman. 2003. Adjacency arrangement effects on plant diversity and composition in woodland 

patches. Oikos 101(2): 279-290. 
Howe, Henry F. et al. 2006. Massive and distinctive effects of meadow voles on grassland vegetation. Ecology 87(12): 3007-

3013. 
Londré, Ronald A. and Stefan Schnitzer. 2006. The distribution of lianas and their change in abundance in temperate forests 

over the past 45 years. Ecology 87(12): 2973-2978. 
Soons, Merel and Gerrit Heil. 2002. Reduced colonization in fragmented populations of wind dispersed forbs. Journal of 

Ecology 90(6):1033-1043. 
Williams, Nicholas et al. 2005. Plant traits and local extinctions in natural grasslands along and urban-rural gradient. Journal of 

Ecology 93(6): 1203-1213. 
Williams, Nicholas et al. 2006. Local extinction of grassland plants: the landscape matrix is more important than patch 
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AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES IN TORONTO 
 
Twenty-five years ago TFN members and other interested naturalists contributed their observations of frogs, toads, 
salamanders, newts, turtles and snakes to a survey of amphibians and reptiles in Toronto.  These observations were 
included in a report written by Bob Johnson, curator at the Toronto Zoo, entitled Amphibians and Reptiles in 
Metropolitan Toronto: 1982 Inventory and Guide.  The booklet was published by the TFN.  It is now out of print. 
 
For this 25th anniversary year, we would like to invite TFNers once again to contribute their observations of 
amphibians and reptiles in Toronto throughout the year in order to update the information on each species’ 
distribution. To help you make accurate identifications, we have extracted from the booklet the descriptions and 
habitats of the 25 species observed in Toronto during the 1982 survey. This information is presented below for 
Amphibians (which are active in Toronto from late March onwards). Reptiles will be covered in a future issue. 
Centrefolds from each issue can be removed from newsletter to use as a field guide. 
 
Survey data are important because they can provide us with information on, for example, local extinctions (several 
of the species listed were rare or extirpated in 1982), habitat loss (or improvement), hotspots (which should be 
given priority for conservation), and even effects of climate change.   
 
Please send your observations, including observer’s name, species name, date, exact location and habitat to: Bob 
Johnson, bjohnson@torontozoo.ca or mail Bob Johnson, Toronto Zoo, 361A Old Finch Ave, Scarborough, ON 
M1B 5K7. 
 
Visit www.torontozoo.com/adoptapond for species identification guides and to listen to frog calls. 
 

 
TAILED AMPHIBIANS 
 
MUDPUPPY 
Status in Toronto in 1982:  Rare/extirpated.  
Description:  Large (20 to 35 cm), aquatic, tailed amphibian with 
feathery, external gills. Reddish-brown back with black spots. 
Natural History:  Found in lake bays and marshes and quiet waters of 
rivers.  Never leaves the water, often caught by fishermen.  Sometimes active under winter ice. 
 
BLUE-SPOTTED SALAMANDER 
Status in Toronto in 1982:  Rare/extirpated.  
Description: 10 to 15 cm.  Black with blue flecks along sides of body.  
Natural History: Secretive; found under logs and stones in moist woodland  in 
spring and fall.  Enters underground passages as soil warms and dries over the 
summer.  Migrates to breeding ponds in deciduous woods in early April.  
 
YELLOW-SPOTTED SALAMANDER 
Status in Toronto in 1982:  Rare/extirpated.  
Description:  15 to 20 cm.  Black with row of yellowish spots along each 
side of body.  
Natural History:  Secretive; hides during the day under moist logs and 
rocks; burrows as substrate dries over the summer. Hibernates 
underground. Dependent on mature, moist woodlands.  Breeds in numbers in  
woodland ponds in early April. Many males may be seen entwined about a single 
female in the breeding season.   
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RED-SPOTTED NEWT 
Status in Toronto in 1982:  Uncommon/rare.  
Description: 5 to 10 cm.  Yellow-olive or brown body with several red spots 
bordered with black and many small black spots.  Belly is yellow with black spots. 
Land or eft stage is orange/red with red spots. 
Natural History:  Prefers clear, spring-fed ponds, small lakes or still streams with 
abundant submerged vegetation. Ponds are usually free of fish which may be 
predators.  Often seen walking on bottom or quickly rising to surface to gulp air.  
Can be seen moving about under ice.  The terrestrial red eft stage is noxious to 
predators and as a result may be seen fearlessly moving about during daylight, 
particularly after rains.  Hibernates either under water or underground.  
 
RED-BACKED SALAMANDER 
Status in Toronto in 1982: Uncommon/rare.  
Description:  5 to 10 cm.  Small grey to black salamander with a reddish strip down 
back and on tail.  Less common colour phase has red replaced by a lead-coloured strip. 
Natural History:  A woodland species that shelters during the day under stones and 
rotting logs.  Hibernates underground or within stumps.  Breeds and lays eggs on 
land in the fall and in the spring.  There is no free-swimming aquatic larval stage. 
Hatchlings are small replicas of the adults. 
 
 
 
FROGS AND TOADS 
 
AMERICAN TOAD 
Status in Toronto in 1982: Common. 
Description:  5 to 9 cm.  Black to brown; rough skin with raised tubercles (warts) and 
swollen glands behind the eyes.  Eggs are laid as paired strings on the pond bottom or 
wrapped around submerged vegetation.  
Call:  A 10-second melodious trill.  
Natural History:  Often found some distance from water; hides in soil during day and 
emerges at dusk to feed. Preys on terrestrial invertebrates; may be found around 
dwellings where these prey items are common. Hibernates underground; prefers  
sandy soils.  Breeds in temporary pools or shallow water at edges of ponds and  
backwaters in early spring.  Tadpoles often seen congregating in great numbers in the 
warmer shallows of ponds.  The transformed toadlets are very small (0.5 to 1 cm) and  
sit at the edges of breeding ponds before dispersing. 
 
SPRING PEEPER 
Status in Toronto in 1982:  Uncommon.    
Description: Small (2 to 3 cm); cream to brown with cross (x-shape) on 
back. Small toe pads.  
Call:  Mating call is a clear, loud PEEP emitted in one-second intervals.  
Natural History:  Breeds in early spring in woodland ponds. Adults 
frequent the woodland-marsh interface.  These frogs are rarely seen but 
form the most characteristic spring chorus of frogs.  They are stimulated to 
vocalize by the first warm rains.  Hibernates underground. 
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GRAY TREEFROG 
Status in Toronto in 1982:  Uncommon. 
Description: 3 to 6 cm.  Grey-green colour with irregular, black blotches on back. 
White spot below each eye. Inner thigh orange.  Skin granular, not smooth. Large 
toe pads.  Tadpoles are large with a well-developed dorsal crest and reddish tail. 
Emerging froglets are bright green for one or two months before developing adult 
colouration. 
Call:  A sharp, blurting trill. 
Natural History:  Usually found in the stunted and overgrown shrubs and willows in 
moist bottomlands near streams.  Gray treefrogs are agile climbers and may climb 
walls and windows at night in pursuit of flying insects  . Hibernates underground.  
Breeds late in June in clear ponds and quiet seepage streams.  Calls from shrubs at 
edge of water, particularly after evening rains.  Often heard but rarely seen. Females 
much larger than males.  
 
 
WESTERN CHORUS FROG 
Status in Toronto in 1982: Uncommon 
Description:  Small (2 to 4 cm), active, light brown to grey frog with pale line on 
upper lip.  Three darker stripes or broken stripes down back. Feet have small toe 
pads and are only slightly webbed.  Tadpoles are small and black with bronze 
bellies and sides.  Froglets are only about 1 cm long when they emerge from the 
water. 
Call:  Mating chorus is large and loud sounding similar to noise of a finger being rubbed 
over the teeth of a comb.  Call may be confused with that of the very rare (in the GTA) 
spring peeper which is much sharper and peep like.  
Natural History:  Usually found on ground or in low vegetation such as grasses. 
May hide under logs. Hibernates underground.  First frog to appear in the spring; 
calls for 4 to 6 weeks; rarely seen outside breeding season; most often heard and 
not seen.  Breeds in ponds, marshes and roadside ditches.  After breeding, the 
frogs disperse to shrubs at the edge of woodlands.  
 
 
GREEN FROG 
Status in Toronto in 1982:  Common 
Description:  5 to 9 cm. Varies in colour from green to brown; small dark spots on  
back.  Dorso-lateral folds (ridges) extend from tympanum (ear) two-thirds the length  
of the body.  Transverse dark bars on legs when frog sitting at rest. 
Call:  A deep tung or plonk, like a plucked banjo string. May include several 
chuckling calls.  Territorial calls may be heard all summer.  
Natural History:  Found in rivers and in permanent waters of  pools, marshes, and 
even backyard ponds  across the GTA.  Aquatic frog seen at margins of, or half-
submerged in, permanent warm-water ponds and quiet waters in streams. Territorial 
calls may be heard throughout the summer.  Usually hibernates underwater. Breeds 
when water warms in June and July.  Warm, eutrophic waters support the algae that  
the large tadpoles graze on. 
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LEOPARD FROG 
Status in Toronto in 1982: Locally common 
Description: 5 to 9 cm.  Green to brown with white-bordered black spots on back. White 
line on upper lip.  Distinct dorso-lateral fold (ridge or line on each side of back running 
from behind eye to pelvis).  Tadpole has a brownish body and a translucent tail crest 
speckled with black; belly is an iridescent cream with the intestine visible through the skin. 
Call:  Mating call is a gruff “chuckling” varied with resonant moans and grunts. Calls only 
in early spring. 
Natural History:  Typical species of clear, permanent ponds or wet meadows, but may wander 
away from water to forage in adjacent fields for insects.  When disturbed, leopard frogs typically 
“plop” into water and swim to the mud bottom of ponds; on land the leopard frog is a good 
jumper, often leaping several times in rapid succession.  Hibernates underwater.  Breeds in late 
April and May amongst emerging grasses and sedges in pond shallows.  Small froglets bask at the 
edge of ponds and are often heard (rarely seen) plopping into the water from grassy banks.  
Although deep ponds are utilized for hibernation, frogs may disperse in spring to meadows and 
ponds and streams. 
 
WOOD FROG 
Status in Toronto in 1982:  Uncommon 
Description:  Small (3 to 7 cm), light brown to copper frog with conspicuous black mask 
through the eye (hence commonly called “robber” frog).  A yellowish line extends along the 
upper jaw.  Tadpoles are cream to olive in colour with a high tail crest. 
Call:  Breeding call is a rapid, nasal quack (mallard-like).  
Natural History:  Found in moist woodlands amongst leaf litter; well-camouflaged and rarely 
seen unless jumping.  Adults hibernate under leaf litter. Breeding ponds are shallow with 
emergent vegetation on the edges and a zone of open water towards the centre, and are in, or 
adjacent to, woodlands.  Breeds quickly over a three-day period (often in association with spring 
peepers or chorus frogs) when water temperatures reach 10° C.  Adults leave ponds immediately 
after breeding. 
 
 
Other species that may be found in the GTA. 
 
PICKEREL FROG : Rare.  
Description:  Medium sized (5- 9 cm) brown frog with two rows of squarish  
spots down back between dorsolateral folds. Brownish spots also occur on  
flanks and legs.  Orange wash over groin. 
Call:  A long nasal snore.  
Natural History:  Rare in the GTA and easily confused with the slightly more  
abundant leopard frog because some leopard frogs appear brownish. Typically  
found in cooler ponds or seeps and wet meadows.  
 
BULLFROG:  Rare 
Description:  Large (9-15 cm) green or olive in colour. Ridge running from eye 
over eardrum to shoulder, but no dorsolateral fold (green frog has dorsolateral 
fold that runs from eardrum to hind legs). 
Call:  A distinct bass-like call “More rum, more rum, more rum…”  
Natural History:  Ontario’s largest frog. Aquatic and inhabits large ponds and 
lakes or river mouth marshes.  May be confused with the more abundant green 
frog.  
 
 
ALL LLUSTRATIONS BY WALLY EDWARDS. COPYRIGHT ADOPT-A-POND, TORONTO ZOO. 

Ill
us

tra
tio

ns
 W

al
ly

 E
dw

ar
ds

 ©
A

do
pt

-a
-P

on
d,

 T
or

on
to

 Z
oo

 



TFN 546 - 15 
 

THE “DEE-TERRENT” IN A CHICKADEE’S ALARM CALL 
 

From Science Snippets, compiled by Ania Caveney, in THE CARDINAL, newsletter of The McIlwraith Field Naturalists of 
London, November 2006 (reprinted with permission) 
 
There’s more to the charming and familiar call of 
chickadees than meets the human ear.  Black-capped 
Chickadees (Poecile atricapillus) are masters of 
communication, being able to signal both the presence 
and size of predators to others of their species.  In fact, 
the number of “dees” in the call, the spacing of the 
notes, and the fine-scale acoustical features correlate 
strongly with the degree of threat posed by a predator, 
according to Christopher Templeton (University of 
Washington) and colleagues, who carried out the 
research at the University of Montana (Templeton and 
others 2005).  The birds are surprisingly sophisticated 
and the human ear cannot detect the subtle differences 
in the warning calls, though it can hear the number of 
“dee” notes in the call.  According to Templeton, the 
“chick-a-dee” call consists of four types of syllable, A, 
B, C and D, in that order.  The alarm call can warn of a 
stationary predator, and variations can convey how 
dangerous it is, whether it can fly, or if it is a snake or 
mammal such as a ferret. The call differs slightly 
according to the size of the predator. 

Drawing of chickadees by Eva Davis 
 
The researchers presented different predators to flocks 
of chickadees living in a large, outdoor, semi-natural 
aviary.  These included 15 different species of live 
mammals and raptors.  The raptors ranged 10-fold in 
size from the tiny Northern Pygmy-Owl up to Great 
Gray Owl and large hawks.  The scientists recorded the 
behaviour and the “chick-a-dee” mobbing vocalizations 
during each exposure to a predator.  They slowed down 
recordings of the calls to count the number of syllables 
and to study their acoustic structure.  Analysis was done 

to determine the number of each type of syllable and 
other, subtle acoustic features such as the length of 
syllables and the number and spacing of overtones in 
the D notes.  Templeton recorded as many as 23 extra 
“dee” notes in a call when a pygmy-owl perched near 
the chickadees, though the average increase was 3.5 
extra “dees”.  He found the same sort of response to cat 
and ferret, but not to a harmless Bobwhite Quail. 
 
Spectrographic analyses showed that “dee” syllables of 
the mobbing call are directly related to the size of the 
predator encountered.  Small predators (e.g. Northern 
Saw-whet Owl, Northern Pygmy-Owl, Cooper’s Hawk, 
Merlin) elicit calls with many D notes, whereas large 
predators (e.g. Great Gray Owl, Great Horned Owl, 
Gyrfalcon) elicit calls with few D notes.  A low-risk 
predator, such as a Great Horned Owl or Rough-legged 
Hawk, elicit calls with fewer, longer D syllables, that 
are more widely spaced and have more overtones than 
those calls produced in response to a more dangerous 
predator like a Pygmy-Owl or Merlin.  However, large 
predators that eat many small birds elicit calls with 
more D notes, while small predators that eat few birds 
elicit few D notes. In this way, chickadees are able to 
encode information about predator threat in their alarm 
calls. 
 
Another type of chickadee call – soft, high-pitched and 
sounding like “seet” – acts as a sort of “duck and take 
cover” warning when a raptor predator is flying nearby, 
Templeton reported (Schmid 2005). 
 
Playback experiments were conducted to see how 
chickadees would respond to vocalizations that had 
been recorded in the presence of Northern Pygmy-Owls 
(small, high threat) and Great Horned Owls (large, low 
threat). Chickadees responded much more strongly to 
the high-threat mobbing vocalizations than the low-
threat calls, by approaching the speaker and increasing 
their call rates.  The information encoded in the “chick-
a-dee” call thus sends a message about predator risk to 
others in the flock, highlighting one of the most 
sophisticated and subtle animal communication systems 
yet discovered. 

 
References:   
Schmid, R.E. 2005, June 24.  Study: Chickadee song warns of danger.  www.wtopnews.com/index 
Templeton, C.N., Greene, E., Davis, K. 2005, June 24.  Allometry of alarm calls: Black-capped Chickadees encode information 
about predator size.  Science 308:1934-7   

http://www.wtopnews.com/index
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 CORMORANT CONTROVERSY 
 
Bill 156, a private member’s bill that amends the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act, 1997 to permit the 
hunting of double-crested cormorants, is before the current session of the Ontario legislature (see 
www.ontla.on.ca/library/bills).  Over the last couple of months, various articles and appeals have arrived 
at the TFN office concerning the Double-crested Cormorant.   
 
1.  Hamilton Naturalists Club heard from a guest 
speaker from the Environmental Stewardship 
Branch of the Canadian Wildlife Service.  The 
report by Michael Rowlands in the November 
issue of The Wood Duck included the following 
information from the talk: 
“…populations of the Double-crested Cormorant 
have been increasing at an annual rate of growth 
of nearly 24% since 1972. With less than 100 pairs 
in 1973, there were more than 113,000 in the 2005 
count. Reasons for this explosive growth include 
reduced contaminants, increased food supply, 
decreased persecution, and increased protection on 
all the Great Lakes.  Lake Ontario has 23,530 
breeding pairs in 32 colonies, six of which are in 
Hamilton Harbour. The population in the western 
basin of Lake Ontario is growing at the fastest 
rate. Since first nesting here in 1984, cormorants 
now have more than 3000 nests!   

Cormorants have three environmental 
impacts: they affect the fisheries because of the 
fish they eat; they affect vegetation at breeding 
and roosting sites; and they affect other colonial 
waterbirds. [They] will eat various species of 

young fish including Alewife, Yellow Perch, Rock 
Bass, Round Gobi, and others.  Assuming each 
adult will eat a pound of fish a day for 169 days of 
the year when they are in Hamilton and their 
young will do the same for 103 days of the year, 
that’s nearly 849 tons consumed in the Hamilton 
area alone.  What is unknown is how much fish is 
available for them to eat each year.  

Cormorant droppings, which are high in 
ammonia, nitrogen and phosphates, will kill trees 
and other herbaceous vegetation.  They have also 
been having an impact on other colonial birds, 
such as Black-crowned Night Heron, Great Blue 
Heron and Cattle Egret.  Colonies were studied 
and rated for the effect that the cormorant had on 
other species. In 61.5% of colonies of other birds 
on Lake Ontario, the cormorants had either nested 
in some of the herons’ nests or had forced the 
herons to abandon their colonies altogether. 
 Culling has been used as a population 
management tool in Quebec and Presqu’ile 
Provincial Park.  Other species were not greatly 
disturbed when the cormorant population was 
reduced by a 45-minute cull by hunters.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drawing by Diana Banville 

http://www.ontla.on.ca/library/bills
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2.  An article from Coburg’s Northumberland 
Today (Dec. 12, 2006) sent in by Karin Fawthrop 
reported that the Central Lake Ontario Sport 
Anglers were appealing to Brighton Town Council 
to continue culling cormorants (and council 
agreed) because the program “has had good effect 
and numbers have been reduced.” The Anglers 
spokesperson quoted a study that showed that 
cormorants feed on almost any kind of fish 
between 1.5 and 15 inches. A report indicates that 
because “the alewife population has essentially 
collapsed … cormorants must be feeding on other 
species”.  He also said that estimates of the 
amount of fish cormorants at Presqu’ile consume 
in a year is “more than the commercial, sport and 
native fisheries in eastern Lake Ontario 
combined.”   
       Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters 
(OFAH) has a petition supporting Bill 157 at 
www.ofah.org/Cormorants/bill156.cfm 
 
3.  In its December 2006 and January 2007 
newsletters, Toronto Ornithological Club reports 
that it has learned that 2007 will be the year that 
the MNR reviews the effectiveness of the 
Management Plan to date and that, while no 
culling will occur, eggs in ground nests will be 
oiled and tree nests and roosting birds will be 
disturbed.  The TOC has asked to be allowed to 
monitor Ministry actions and has requested 
representation on the scientific panel. 
 
4.  The Peaceful Parks Coalition sent a package 
that includes a petition against Bill 156 and a letter 
asking for support.  They are campaigning with 
ZooCheck Canada, Cormorant International, 
Animal Alliance of Canada, EarthRoots, and other 
groups.  Their material states: “Double-crested 

cormorants were nearly wiped out in Ontario 
because of human persecution and pesticide 
poisoning. Legal protections and reduced pesticide 
levels have allowed cormorant populations to 
recover. The return of Double-crested Cormorants 
to the province is a good news environmental 
story. Province-wide efforts to eradicate [them] 
are a waste of resources to control what is a 
natural ecological process. The majority of the 
cormorants’ diet is invasive species such as 
Alewives and Round Gobies (which are 
destructive to the ecosystem), non-commercial 
fish such as sticklebacks and extremely abundant 
species such as Yellow Perch. According to 
Environment Canada’s Great Lakes Fact Sheet, 
surveys of stomach contents indicate the birds 
consume approximately 0.5% of the fish in Lake 
Ontario, which is insignificant when compared to 
the 13% consumed by predatory game fish. The 
real threats to fish populations in the Great Lakes 
is loss of fish-spawning habitat due to shoreline 
development, overfishing, invasive species and 
other environmental factors like agricultural 
runoff, acid rain and global warming. Great Blue 
Herons and Great Egrets colonized Presqu’ile 
Provincial Park for the first time only after 
cormorants moved in, and Black-crowned Night 
Herons reached their highest numbers ever in 
2003 (now one third of their population has 
vanished). The Heron population also increased in 
Toronto’s Leslie St. Spit after cormorants 
colonized the area. A bigger threat to bird 
diversity is the number of trees that humans are 
destroying – not cormorants.”   
            More information is available at 
www.peacefulparks.org and 
www.zoocheck.com. 

 
See the above websites for more information about sending petitions on this Bill, or write to: 
 
Dalton McGuinty, Premier  
Legislative Building 
Queen's Park, Toronto ON M7A 1A1 
Dalton.McGuinty@premier.gov.on 
Fax: (416) 325-3745  
 

Hon. David Ramsay, Minister of Natural Resources 
6630-99 Wellesley St W, 6th Floor, Whitney Block 
Toronto, ON M7A 1W3 
minister@mnr.gov.on.ca 
Fax: 416-314-2216 

http://www.ofah.org/Cormorants/bill156.cfm
http://www.peacefulparks.org
http://www.zoocheck.com
mailto:Dalton.McGuinty@premier.gov.on
mailto:minister@mnr.gov.on.ca
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NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRDS IN THE GREATER TORONTO AREA 
 
In their December 2006 issue of Ontario Birds, the 
Ontario Field Ornithologists published a 54 page 
report, The Changing Status of the Northern 
Mockingbird in the Greater Toronto Area, by Roy 
B.H. Smith and Winnie Poon.  In the course of their  
Naturalists’ very detailed study, the authors examined 
historical records of Northern Mockingbirds in a host 
of sources including the Toronto Field Naturalist 
Newsletters1938 to 2003.  Records of mockingbirds in 
the GTA grew slowly from the first two in the 1920s 
"until the early to mid 1990s."   
 
The authors also conducted "intensive surveys in the 
2001 - 2005 period."  The TFN and other local nature 
clubs published their request for data.  Many 
individuals submitted reports and are acknowledged. 
"During the last 15 years, there has been a rapid and 
substantial increase in both breeding and wintering 
numbers, and in the occupied breeding range."  For 
2003 - 2005 Mr. Smith and Ms. Poon estimate the 
adult population in the GTA to be about 640 including 
200 confirmed breeding pairs.  They found that unlike 
those in the southern U.S., the GTA mockingbirds 
show a preference for industrial areas, railways and 
hydro corridors.  Some areas of suitable habitat are 
densely populated while "as yet (they) have no good 
explanation for the fact that many urban parks, 
cemeteries and suburban areas which would be 
considered suitable habitat elsewhere are apparently 
unused (or rarely occupied)." 

Mockingbird "migration is not well understood" and 
more research on this aspect is needed, a challenge the 
report's authors throw out to other birders.  However, 
"numbers suggest that many birds withdraw from their 
breeding territories to specific winter territories, 
making local movements of up to a few kilometers 
rather than undertaking full-scale migration" and they 
"conclude that about 75% of the breeding adults 
migrate out of the GTA for the winter." 
 
As to why mockingbirds have increased so 
dramatically here during the last 15 years, the authors 
discuss several possible causes.  Global warming and 
the increase in suitable habitat due to the urbanization 
of former farmland may have played a role but neither 
can fully explain what has happened.  An important 
factor may be the extensive planting of shrubs which 
provide winter food and shelter, multiflora rose being 
an apparent favourite with wintering GTA 
mockingbirds.  Anomalies are noted with all these 
possible factors. 
 
Intriguing questions remain, but the report pulls 
together a huge amount of data from records of nature 
clubs, the Royal Ontario Museum, numerous 
publications and extensive personal research.  The 
results shed some light on this ongoing phenomenon, 
pave the way for future researchers and enhance our 
appreciation of a fascinating Toronto newcomer. 

                   
Marilynn Murphy 

 
Note:  Further information about Ontario Field Ornithologists is available on their website www.ofo.ca or by writing to them at 
Box 455, Station R, Toronto, Ontario M4G 4E1. 
 
 

 
Ontario Nature’s  

2nd Annual Youth Writing Contest 
 

What will the environment 
be like in 2050? 

 
You must be an Ontario grade 7 or 8 student 

Deadline April 15, 2007. 
Cool prizes! 

 
Check out 

www.ontarionature.org/events/challenge.html 

 

“Capture the Humber” Photo Contest 
 
In celebration of the upcoming 10th anniversary of 
the Humber River as a Canadian Heritage River, 
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority has 
launched a “Capture the Humber” photo contest. 
Selected photographs will be compiled into a book 
that will honour this historical river, as well as 
TRCA’s 50th anniversary. 
 

For contest information, visit 
www.trca.on.ca/capture_the_humber/ 

http://www.ofo.ca
http://www.ontarionature.org/events/challenge.html
http://www.trca.on.ca/capture_the_humber/
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KEEPING IN TOUCH 
 

In the December newsletter you asked to hear 
about members’ reasons for joining the TFN.  
While I have no specific recollection of how I first 
learned of such a group, I phoned a number I had 
acquired from somewhere which at that time was 
in the home of a member.  Since I worked during 
the day, it had to be a night call, and I met with a 
rather testy reception, a “Must you ring during the 
evening…?” reaction. After applying for 
membership, I remember putting the phone down 
and thinking, did I really want to join something 
whose representative was hardly welcoming.  
 
Fortunately, I decided I did, and thus began over 
30 years of outings to places I would never have 
seen, of access to information I would never have 

acquired, to an introduction to Toronto’s ravine 
system which is the glory of this City rather than 
its illustrious skyscrapers, to the “exotics” of 
Ontario which I had never before encountered: 
trillium woods, cardinal meadows, alvars of 
prairie smoke, splashings of gentian blue, the 
delicious wild fruit of shadbush, the strange 
growth that is squawroot, red foxes, coyotes, 
garter snakes.  And the friendships which came 
from being informed by such knowledgeable and 
nature-loving people.  Undoubtedly, one of the 
most important decisions of my life.  (And, 
incidentally, a beautiful Winter Issue of the 
newsletter with a truly lovely cover by Eric 
Lin…an artist of the first calibre.) 

        Eva Davis
 
Ed:  The TFN provides an efficient and welcoming telephone answering service, so don’t hesitate to call us at any time. 
 
 

        KEEPING IN TOUCH continued on next page. 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH continued. 
 
Adele Cassan sent in 2 photos she took last 
summer:  an opposum in her garden, and a  
pintail mother with chicks on Toronto Island. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ian Wheal dropped off an article from the 
Toronto Sun of 2 February about Bald Eagles in 
Toronto.  It featured an amazing photograph of 
a Bald Eagle flying low over the Bay near 
Harbourfront. The article says that “local ducks 
are a favourite lunch for bald eagles.” 
 

Sheila Ryan sent a note about an interview with Dan 
Strickland, retired Park Naturalist, that she had heard 
on CBC’s Quirks and Quarks in December: 
A Gray Jay study in Algonquin Park shows global 
warming is affecting future generations. Fewer eggs 
are laid and fewer chicks are surviving their first 
years apparently due to above-freezing weather 
causing the food in the jays’ winter stashes to rot. 
These changes have been tracked for 30 years. 
 
Ruth Hotzwik phoned to report that she had seen a 
Baltimore Oriole several times at her front-lawn bird 
feeder on the morning of January 28. 
 
Norah Jancik sent this photo of a White-throated 
Sparrow that she saw at Lynde Shores CA on January 
31.  
 
 

 
 

Ontario Lepidoptera 2003-2004 
 

Compilation of annotated sightings of butterflies and moths in Ontario for 2003 and 2004 along  
with summaries, reports on new or uncommon species, etc. 
 
Published by the Toronto Entomologists’ Association (2006). Recently received by TFN and available 
for reading by TFN members at the office (2 Carleton St.) on Friday mornings. 
 

 
Ontario Nature’s 2006 Conservation Awards 

 
The Ontario Nature Conservation Awards recognize excellence by honouring individuals, groups,  
government agencies, and corporations who have worked to protect Ontario’s nature. 
 
Nominations deadline March 7, 2007.  Nominating procedure at: www.ontarionature.org or 416-444-8419. 
 

http://www.ontarionature.org
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 FROM THE ARCHIVES 
 

FLASHING WINGS AT 60 
 
This year marks the 60th anniversary of the publication of Flashing Wings by Richard M. Saunders, McClelland 
and Stewart Ltd., Toronto, 1947.  Dr. Saunders was TFN president from 1940 to 1943 and newsletter editor from 
1938 to 1965.  I first read it about 10 years ago, reading the January chapter in January and so on through the 
year.  This seems to be a perfect year to enjoy my treasured copy all over again.  In 2007 it can add another 
fascinating perspective to our appreciation of Toronto's remaining wild spaces as we consider the changes wrought 
in the intervening decades.  Though out of print, it does turn up online and in used book stores.  The Toronto Public 
Library system has Reference Section copies.  The book's appendix formed the basis for the TFN publication 
Toronto Region Bird Chart which is still available (see p. 2).  The following book review by "L.J.P." appeared in 
TFN Newsletter no. 70, October, 1947.   M.M. 
 
The editor of the Newsletter is far too modest to 
include a review of one of the most charming books on 
birds that has appeared in many a year.  Those of us 
who have been hoarding our copies of the Newsletter 
to read over from time to time will be delighted to have 
now in book form so much of the material that 
appeared there.  Not that Flashing Wings is limited to 
such material, for Dr. Saunders has used mostly the 
entries in his personal journal where he has recorded so 
many of his birding trips in the Toronto region and 
elsewhere.  His familiar inclusion of so many of his 
friends, whom we also know at least by name, almost 
takes us as well into that favoured group who travel far 
and wide in any weather to see birds, and who know 
every 'chip' and 'cher' by name. 
 
This book is in no sense another bird guide in the 
accepted meaning of that term, but may well be used as 
a directory of places and seasons for the birds that 
occur in the Toronto region.  As the author himself 
says, "Though in no way intended as another handbook 
of birds, I have arranged the entries from my journal so 
that this book may be consulted as a guide to the birds 
that one may expect to see in this region at any time of 
year.  For this reason I have taken all the entries for 

one month, regardless of the order of the years, and 
have arranged them in order from the beginning to the 
end of each month. - - - - If anyone prefers to follow a 
particular year's development he has only to skip over 
the intervening entries from other years.  Many readers 
contemplating a walk will want to open this book at 
some date to see what birds my friends and I saw on or 
near that time.  That will give them an idea of what 
they may hope to see.  When they have done that then I 
trust they will go out and see the birds for themselves.  
Perhaps they will prefer to consult this journal when 
they get back for the sake of comparison.  At any rate it 
is a book to dip into rather than to read straight 
through." 
 
It is certainly a book that will bring up memories of 
pleasant walks in fields and woods, along country 
roads and by the lakeshore.  Terry Shortt's fine 
drawings and his painting of whistling swans will add 
greatly to our enjoyment, and the complete chart of 
arrivals and departures of the birds of the Toronto 
region will be of inestimable value to all birders in this 
part of the country.  Those who have not yet dipped 
into this delightful account of our local birds have a 
treat in store for them.   

 
 

CALL FOR WINTER RAPTOR OBSERVATIONS 
 

Bird Studies Canada (BSC) is asking for help in collecting information about Short-eared Owls and Bald Eagles 
over the winter months.  They are in the fourth year of a wintering Short-eared Owl survey in Ontario. These owls 
are listed as a species of Special Concern by Canada’s Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife.  Large 
concentrations of them are observed during the winter months in southern Ontario.  BSC would also like to identify 
potential winter roost sites and determine the number of Bald Eagles wintering in the Lower Great Lakes basin. 
 
If you see either of these raptors, please note the date and time of sighting, number of birds, age class 
(adult/juvenile), habitat, geographic location and activity.  Observations may be submitted by e-mail to Jody Allair, 
Recruitment and Outreach Coordinator at raptor@bsc-eoc.org. 
 

mailto:raptor@bsc-eoc.org
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WEATHER (THIS TIME LAST YEAR) 
 
March 2006 
 
March 2006 was overall a sunny month with slightly 
above-normal temperatures. It was dry, notably 
because there was almost no snow at all. Warm spells 
occurred on the 9th - 13th and 27th -31st, but it was 
notably cold on the 19th – 25th. There were no 
extremes of temperature. However, the apparent 
normalcy of the month was offset by the fact that the 
overall average was about 2o above normal. It was still 
not as warm a winter as the record-breaking 2001-
2002. 
 
Precipitation was mostly restricted to rain during the 
first warm spell. 48.8 mm of rain fell this month at 

Pearson and 51.8 mm downtown, about 10 mm more 
than normal. What was more remarkable was the lack 
of snow. Only 1.4 cm fell at Pearson and 0.8 cm 
downtown. Only March 1953 had less snow (0.3 cm). 
Thus, this winter’s status as largely snow-free has been 
clinched. The total precipitation was 48.8 mm at 
Pearson and 52.8 mm downtown, about 10 mm below 
normal. 
 
March had 197.5 hours of sunshine, about 40 hours 
more than normal. This was the most since 1995 when 
232 hours were recorded. 

Gavin Miller  

 

 
 
Help to track the arrival of spring 
 
Journey North is an internet-based science program used by over 430,000 students in Canada and the United States 
to monitor and track the arrival of spring as it arrives across North America.   
 
Among its first projects is a survey of where American Robins are being seen this winter (see 
www.learner.org/jnorth/tm/robin/Report.html). Later, we will be requesting your sightings of newly arrived 
migrants. 
 
You can register your email address at Journey North and report directly to the website, or send your sightings 
(date, name and e-mail address of observer, closest village or town or landmark such as a provincial park, number 
of robins or newly arrived migrants seen and any other observations) to Donald Davis at 
 
Have a look at the various migration maps for the various species at: www.learner.org/jnorth. 
 

Green Living Show 
Automotive Building, Exhibition Place, Toronto 
Friday April 27 to Sunday 29, 2007 
  
The Green Living Show is Toronto’s first show dedicated to a  things green. Information… Innovation… Inspiration… 
everything you need to green up your ife is right here, under one roof! 
 
Find out how to tread more ight y on the earth by checking out over 200 exhibitors offering environmenta y friend y 
products and services. Learn from our experts, authors and educators and become inspired with our many specia  features 
inc uding The Lob aws Hea thy Living Cooking Stage, The Home Depot Eco Options Centre, sustainab e fashion shows, a 
native wi df ower garden, a ternative vehic e ride and drive, the Green Living Eco Kids Zone, the Urban Forest and an 
impressive show and sa e of Canadian wi d ife art. 
 
For ongoing updates, visit www.green ivingshow.ca. 
 

http://www.green
http://www.learner.org/jnorth/tm/robin/Report.html
http://www.learner.org/jnorth
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COMING EVENTS 
  

Toronto Ornithological Club 
Saturday, March 3, 9 a m.  (All day)  Waterfowl: Toronto to Burlington. Leader Garth Riley.  Meet in the parking lot at 
Humber Bay Park East to car pool. Bring lunch and dress warmly. 
 
Science on Sundays 
Sundays at 3 p.m.  Royal Canadian Institute, J.J.R. Macleod Auditorium, Medical Sciences Building, U of T,  
1 King’s College Circle, 416-977-2983, www.royalcanadianinstitute.org 
• March 4.   Cultural Acceleration of the Biological Evolution of Behaviour:  A Popular Genetic Model.   
                     Speaker R. Paul Thompson 
• March 11.  Let’s Talk Science with U of T students. An event for ages 6 – 12. 
 
High Park   
Sundays at 1:15 p m.  For more information call 416-392-1748 ext. 5 or www.highpark.org. 
• March 4.  Winter Tree Identification in High Park.  Led by City of Toronto Urban Forestry staff.  
• March 18. Winter Nature Photography.  Join local photographer, David Allan, with your camera, digital or film.    
  
Toronto Entomologists’ Association (TEA)   
Saturday, March 24, 1 p.m.  Annual Student Symposium.  Speakers: Ontario graduate students give short talks and display 
posters on their research.  Ramsay Wright building, 25 Harbord St., U or T, southwest corner of St. George St. and Harbord St.   
For more information visit: www.ontarioinsects.org 
 
Rouge Valley Hikes 
Sundays at 1:30 p m.  Meet at Rouge Valley Conservation Centre, 1749 Meadowvale Rd., Scarborough.  TTC routes 85A, 85B 
and 86A.  For more information call 416-282-8265. Hikes last about 2 hours and go in rain, cold, snow or shine. 
• March 11. Theme hike, ice break-up 
• March 25.  Nature walk  
 
TRCA Family Nature Events 
Saturday, March 10, 11 a m. to 1 p m.  Winter Waterfowl.  Tommy Thompson Park, foot of Leslie St.  Conservation staff will 
offer identification tips and demonstrate the habitat creation underway at this unique park.  Dress warmly and bring binoculars 
and a bird field guide.  Register at least two business days before the event by calling 416-661-6600. Ext. 5660. 
 
The Market Gallery 
March 3 – June 10.  The Spadina Expressway Affair.  South St. Lawrence Market, 2nd Floor, 95 Front St. E.  Free. 
Guest-curated by Tim Whalley, the exhibition will focus on the people and communities involved in the debate surrounding the 
expressway.  Wednesday to Friday 10 a m. to 4 p m.;  Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.;  Sunday 12 noon to 4 p.m.  For further 
information call 416-392-7604. 
 
Tollkeeper’s Cottage Fundraiser 
Friday, March 30, 7-9 p.m.  “The Magnificent North.”  Slides and talk by hiker Doug Beecroft.  City of Toronto Archives 
Theatre, 255 Spadina Rd.  Advance tickets only ($25).  Send cheque to: Community History Project, c/o Spadina Road Library, 
10 Spadina Rd., Toronto, M5R 2S7 for numbered ticket by return mail.   
 
Lost River Walk 
Saturday, March 17, 2 p.m.  St Patrick’s Day, The Irish in Toronto.  Leader Ian Wheal.  Start at southwest corner of 
Power St. and Queen St. E. Visit Corktown, & other Irish settlements; search for Unsung Irish Heroes in Toronto, both 
military & police. Water and its impact on public health and also Taddle Creek will be discussed.  For more 
information call 416-781-7663 
 
Ian Wheal Walk  
Saturday, March 31 at 1 p.m. Toronto Islands.  Meet at the Ferry Docks, foot of Bay St. Free.  Bring money for ferry.  

 

http://www.royalcanadianinstitute.org
http://www.highpark.org
http://www.ontarioinsects.org
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TFN Outing in Lambton Woods, January 2007.  Photo by Norah Jancik 




